JAHANGIR         ^"205
Thomas Roe, who was sent by James I to the
Court of the Great Mogul in the interests of the
East India Company, is concerned with Jahan-
gir's pride in the technical skill of his painters.
The directors of the Company knowing what
were the most acceptable presents at the Mogul
Court had sent some pictures with the ambassador:
they had previously sent out portraits of James
and his Queen, Anne of Denmark, as well as
one of Sir Thomas Smyth, Governor of the Com-
pany, which was much prized by Jahanglr as his
painters, so it was said, confessed their inability
to imitate it.
Finding that Jahangir was more pleased with
pictures than with anything else, Roe presented
him with one of his own :
** A Picktiire of a friend of myne that I esteemed
very much, and was for Curiositye rare, which I
would give his Maiestie as a present, seeing hee so
much affected that art; assuring myselfe he
never saw any equall to it. neyther was anything
more esteemed of mee/*
This was a painting by Isaac Oliver, the English
miniaturist.
Jahangir was deEghted with the picture, but
offered to bet with the ambassador that his own
painters would make a copy of it which Roe
could not distinguish from the original. After
some diplomatic fencing, Roe, who had foimed a